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The historic and primary narrative around climate change 
has been carbon reduction and sea level rise



Our communities are under immediate threat from storms like 
the one that hit the Southbury/Oxford area in August.



Amplifying the impacts of stormwater runoff

We’re making it worse, one land use change at a time.

→Increase in impervious surface

→Loss of forest/open space

→Lack of protections for riparian/vegetated 
buffers



Impervious Surface

Source: UCONN CLEAR CT Land 
Cover Viewer
https://clear.uconn.edu/projects/la
ndscape/ct-landcoverviewer/



Loss of forest/open space

Source: UCONN CLEAR CT Land 
Cover Viewer
https://clear.uconn.edu/projects/la
ndscape/ct-landcoverviewer/



Riparian Buffers
Riparian Setback Standards Adopted by New England States: The Case for Riparian Corridor Protections by WestCOG



Riparian Buffers



Riparian Buffers



Riparian Buffers
Bantam Lake WBP Pollutant Load Reduction Optimization Analysis for the Bantam Lake Watershed. 



Common-sense Solutions

Give nature the opportunity to protect our waters and our 
communities

 Broaden our climate solutions focus! An ounce of prevention is worth a pound 
of cure.

 vulnerability for downstream/downslope residents and communities must be 
taken into account for proposed land-use changes. Strong considerations for 
climate change impacts must be incorporated into our land-use decision making 
framework so that local commissions are provided with the regulatory tools 
necessary to make these decisions.

 Consistent protections for riparian areas must be incorporated into our statutory 
and regulatory framework.



www.riversalliance.org

rivers@riversalliance.org

30+ YEARS OF PROTECTING 
CONNECTICUT’S WATERS

Scan to learn more about 
what we do!

http://www.riversalliance.org/

